Future Events

Final 2006 Public Dig Day!
Sept. 9, 2006

9:00am - 2:00pm, London
Town

Lost Towns archaeologists invite
the public to help screen soil to find
artifacts, tour the site, and attend
workshops.

Call London Town at (410) 222-
1919 to reserve your spot!

Monday Lecture Series
Come to the Anne Arundel County
Heritage Center to learn about our
most recent research and archaeo-
logical finds as well as research
conducted in related fields. Lec-
tures are held from 1-2 pm in the
Chesapeake Room on the 2nd floor
of Building 2664. Please call Erin
Cullen for directions at (410) 222-
7441. We look forward to seeing
you therel

Upcoming Lectures:

September 25 - Lauren Schiszik
“Incised Ceramics of the Early Cop-
per Agein Vésztd, Hungary”
October 23 - Al Luckenbach
“Projectile Point Styles”
November 27 - Jenna Solomon
“Bird Control and Historic Build-
ings’

December - No Lecture, Enjoy the
holidays!

|_etters from Lost T owns

Summer 2006

New Discoveriesat Cheney’ sHill
~ John Kille

With the impending completion of the River Creek Subdivision,
the Lost Towns Project has recently returned in force to continue
exploration of the circa 1658 home that once belonged to one of
Anne Arundel County’s most distinguished families. The project’s
excavations are currently centered on the Cheney/Chaney Homestead,
which once stood on a high remote area that is now part of a resden-
tia subdivison development project dong Riva Road, southwest of

N _ Annapolis.

The opportu-
nity to uncover ar-
ess surrounding the
homestead’s post-
in-ground “foot-
print,” which was
thought to be
roughly 20 x 26-
feet, has revealed
the structure was
actually larger.
Project archaeolo-
gists and volunteers are finding additiond posthole features or sains
in the soil, which suggest this earthfast dwelling had additions to
each sde of the “lobby entrance, centra chimney” layout previoudy

Continued on page 2

Three dimensional render of Cheney’s House:
Inside, by the fireplace

We Still Need Your Help!!

The Lost Towns Lab isshaping up nicely, but we are still missing key
equipment, such as furniture, computers, shelving and supplies.

Any level of financial support is greatly appreciated, and your
donations are tax-deductible

Donations can be sent to:
Anne Arundel County Trust for Preservation, Inc.
PO Box 1573
Annapolis, MD 21401

Thank you for your continuing support!




TheSearch for the17*"-Century
Home of Samuel Chew Sr.

~ John Kille

The Lost Towns Project has embarked on a search for the 17th-century home of Samud Chew S,
one of 9x documented lot owners in the 17t"-century town of Herrington, near present day Town Point.
The Chew investigation will involve targeted historical and cartographic research and limited archaeo-
logicd testing. Findings will be written up in
a report that will be presented to the member-
ship of the Dedle Area Historicd Society and
the general public.

Samuel Chew Sr. was a planter and mer-
chant who aso served in the highest leves of
legidative, provincia, and local government.
He dso was recognized as an important leader
of the Herring Creek Quakers, and his home
was used for regular meetings.

This effort has been launched with a gener-
ous mini-grant provided by Four Rivers. The
Heritage Area of Anngpolis, London Town, and
South County and matching support from the
Ned Crandell Family of Town Point, Maryland.

Ned Cranddll, owner of Town Point Ma

Mr. Crandell, center, is flanked by John and Al after receiving
the Archaeological Preservation award from the ACT.

rina, received the Archaeological Preservation award from the Anne Arunde County Trust for Preserva
tion, Inc. and last year received an ACT higtorica marker designating the discovery of the 17t-century
town of Herrington on his property. Severd generaions of Crandell have lived near the Site of Herrington
and the area where the search for the home of Samud Chew Sr. will take place.

Continued from page 1

defined.

The Cheney dsite is particu-
larly important, as it is one of the
earliest frontier occupations in
Maryland, located many miles
from protected settlements orga
nized during the 17" century. Ac-
cording to Dr. Al, the new dis-
coveries a the homestead Site are
sgnificant as they underscore the
complexities of the historic land-
scape in which the Cheney’s lived
and worked. He points out that
in addition to the homestead, a
second earthfagt building, aso ly-
ing on the Cheney parcd, has yet
to be excavated, while the exist-

ence of trash pits and possible
fence lines, sheds, and outbuild-
ing also need further delineation
and sudy.

The fact that the Cheney/
Chaney property has so far re-
mained undisturbed in the face of
encroaching development pro-
vides a unique opportunity to
study a little known period in
Maryland higory. In addition to
documenting the layout and design
of associated buildings, the
project continues to recover a
large collection of artifacts from
the dite, such as broken pieces of
imported European ceramics,

buckles and ornamental metal-
work, and gun flint and lead shot
used for hunting. When pro-
cessed and anadlyzed, these house-
hold items will tell us a grest ded
about 17"-century lifestyles, par-
ticularly as they reate to this in-
creasingly complex home ste.

Volunteers are encouraged to
come out and join the regular
Lost Towns field crew that has
been working &t the Cheneys Hill
gte this summer. It is with out a
doubt one of the most promising
and fascinating cultural land-
scapes we have had the pleasure
of excavating!



Digging Digloo 11

~Al Luckenbach

Everyone who knows London Town is familiar with the white
“Digloo” over the Rumney/West Tavern's cellar. For nearly a de-
cade now, it has served as the primary archaeologica visud in the
historic area, vidted by thousands of school children.

Less well known is its low-rent neighbor — the far less grand
structure known, appropriately, as “Digloo I1,” previoudy the lo-
cation of a large and impressive cypress tree.  The secret behind
this tree's vigor was the fact that it was growing directly over a
colonial cellar.

This pest year, thd_ost Towns team began excavating the firgt
quarter of this feature, working around lumber stored for renova
tions of the Brown House and a large pile of supplies for Tony
Lindauer’'s pipe kiln.

The finds made so far exemplify two kinds of celar “fills’
encountered by archaeologists.  The Rumney/West deposit is one
type, where trash was discarded in the cellar while the building
above was dill in active use. The other type of cdlar fill contains
the remains of the building that once stood over it — indicating that
the cdlar was dill open and performing its origina function a the
time of the building's demise.

The latter is the case with Digloo 11, where an astounding mass
of preserved wood has been discovered in the lower layers of the
fill. At the moment, the nature of this Sructure is not clearly under-
sood. One theory,
espoused by Willie

Graham of Colonid
Williamsburg, is
that it once served
as the sawpit for the
Carpenter’s Shop.
Even the dating of
this feature will not
be exactly knownun-
til the layers under
the wood have been
excavated, and diag-
nostic artifacts re-
trieved.

The site is open
most Wednesdays.
Stop by and visit as
the discoveries
continue.

Shawn excavating the pit in the Digloo

Volunteer Lois Nutwell, in silhouette,
prepares to attack an oyster midden
at Beverly-Triton Park.

Lost Towns Goes

Prehistoric
~ Shawn Sharpe

The Lost Towns Project is
having a busy field season in
2006. Besides the ever-present
London Town, we have been ex-
cavaing stes a Hancock’ s Reso-
lution and in the the Rhode River.

Hancock’s Resolution is a
County park in Pasadena (open
Sundays) highlighting a restored
1785 farmhouse. As the County
plans to build a Vistor's Center
for the Park, the Lost Towns
Project conducted excavations to
mitigate archaeological distur-
bance that the construction may
cause. Numerous quartz, rhyolite,
and jasper flakes were recovered,
as wdl as an irongtone knife and
a number of Accokeek pottery
sherds, sgnifying an Early Wood-
land period site, approximately
2,500 - 2,800 years old.

We have dso begun the sec-
ond phase of the Rhode River

Continued on page 7



New Earthfast Structureat London Town

Last winter, while writing a
short synopsis of the archaeologi-
cal excavations at the Lord
Mayor’'s Tenement, | noticed a
concentration of ceramics and
other artifacts located just east of
the kitchen garden on Macklefish
Street. Since this concentration
appeared to have little to do with
trash disposal patterns discov-
ered at the tenement, | hypoth-
eszed that another structure may
have once stood in this area. A
few postholes had previously
been delineated in this area,
which lent support to such a con-
tention.

This summer, the Lost Towns
crew - in paticular its motivated

~ Al Luckenbach

team of interns -
opened a number
of test units in the
area to further test

this possibility. As | #—’s—u,—., 2

this dte plan indi-
cates, the hypoth-
esis

The unknown
building was ap-
parently built ar-
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ound the middle of
the 18" century,
and was about 20° wide and at
leegt 24" in length. Unfortunately,
it appears that a portion of the
building may extend under the
current gravel road, and was de-

This site map shows the current footprint of the 18"
century building that is southeast of Lord Mayor’s.

stroyed during the road construc-
tion. Despite this damage, it is d-
ways nice to add the remains of
another colonid gtructure to Lon-
don Town's higtoric area.

Regional Field Schoolsvisit the Lost Towns Project

~ Jane Cox

This summer, the Lost Towns team had plenty
of company out at our Stes. The Washington Col-
lege Fidd School, under the direction of Dr. John
Seidd, joined us here on the western shore with
more than a dozen students for severd days. The
St. Mary’s Field School, under the direction of
Dr. Henry Miller, dso visted London Town.

The Washington College group spent four days
herein Anne Arundd County. Students spent Day
1 conducting a shove test pit survey on the Seznec
property, near the Leavy Neck Site.  Mrs. Seznec
had long been collecting 18" century artifacts
aongside an adjacent field and this opportunity
alowed for a more in-depth look at the ste. On-
going sod operation has dramatically impacted
the site and few artifacts were recovered; how-
ever, students gained vauable experience in con-
ducting a shove test pit survey. The Lost Towns
team also demonstrated the use of the Cesium
Magnetometer.

The Washington College group then spent two

days working dongsde the Lost Towns team at
Swan Cove, where everyone had the opportunity
to excavate two complex, dratified festures. The
following week, the group returned for a brief
vigt to the London Town site, where they toured
the new lab and museum space, the reconstructed
tenement building, and the ongoing archaeol ogi-
ca investigations.

S Mary’'s students were treated to a smilar
tour of London Town. Al and Cara showed off
our new lab and museum, as well as the recon-
struction work based upon years of archaeologi-
ca experience. Ther schedule did not alow for
a“hands-on” experience, but we hope to see some
of them come back to volunteer someday.

We hope that the students from both Washing-
ton College and S. Mary’s College gained vau-
able experience and perspective on the exciting
range of archaeologica research ongoing in Mary-
land.



L auren’sNew Adventure

~ Erin Cullen

As many of you may know, our wonderful Lauren Franz
isleaving the Lost Towns Project after three years to pur-
sue her career in Museum Studies.  She will be attending
graduate school this fal a The Universty of the Arts in
Philadelphia.  The program that Lauren is studying will
lagt for 18 months and she will be going to schoal full-time
(yikedl). While Lauren is in school she will have the op-
portunity to intern a one of the many wonderful museums
in Philadelphia. We will miss Lauren a great dedl, but
hopefully she will come back to vist us when she is not
Lauren Franz (1) and Lauren Schiszik (r) too busy studying. And, if you're ever in Philly, you should

give her aring!

The replacement for the archaeologist/intern coordinator postion at the Lost Towns Project is dso
named Lauren. (This should make it dl easy for you to remember.) Lauren Schiszik is a graduate from
Earlham College in Indiana, where she received her B.A. this year in Sociology/Anthropology with a
minor in Museum Studies. Lauren has participated in archaeologica excavations a Historic S. Mary’s
City and with the Korts Regiona Archaeologica Project, where she helped excavate an Early Copper
Age habitation dte in Hungary. She dso has some experience in museum curation and education.

The Lost Towns Project would like to send out a fond fair well to Lauren Franz and a warm and
happy welcome to Lauren Schiszik!

Mystery/InterestingArtifact

~ Carayn R. Fama
What isit?

This iron artifact was found at the
Swan Cove site (18AN934), in the upper
strata of Feature 25. The lower strata of
Feature 25 have produced artifactsthat are
largely associated with the Emmanuel
Drue occupation dates at Swan Cove
(1660s — 1670s) while the upper strata
are interpreted as representing a post-Drue
occupation time period (1690s-1700s) due |
to the lack of Drue-style pipes. -

This artifact is approximately 2.5
inches long by 1.5 inches high, and ap-
pears to have been a spring-like mechanism. ‘handl€ is atached to. It dl seems very famil-
There is tooling dong the portion of the artifact  iar to us here in the lab — right on the edge of our
that suggests a handle, as well as tooling dong  tongues, but il out of reach. We are leaving it
the flat part of the spring on the side that the  up to you to tell us What Is It?




Summer 2006 I nterns

~ Lauren Franz & Lauren Schiszik

The Lost Towns Project is very lucky this summer to have so many people that are interested in the
Project, not the least of which are our eleven interns!  Our wedlth of interns have a broad range of
interests and experiences, and we are s0 glad to have them dl here. They have been great assets in the
fidd, lab, and even Archives. So if you see a new face around the field or |ab it probably belongs to one

of our enthusiagtic interns.

Of course, we are dways on the lookout for new blood!

If you know anyone who is interested in

interning this coming Fall, Winter or Spring, please encourage them to contact Lauren Schiszik at
lauren.schiszik@gmail.com or at (410)-222-7441.
The wonderful interns that we hosted this summer are listed as follows:

Mary Amrhein

UMBC, pursuing a B.A. in
Ancient Studies
Interests/Goals: Mary plans to
pursue a career in Archaeology.

Claire Bowan

Goucher College, pursuing aB.A.
in Historic Preservation
InterestsGoals. Clare plans to
pursue a career in Historic
Presevation.

Jessica Breitschwer dt

goals include working for the
Park Service or in a museum.

Adam Miller

S. Mary’'s College of Maryland,
pursuing a B.A. in Anthropology
with a focus in

Archaeology.

Interests/Goals: Adam is inter-
ested in Chinese archaeology, and
plans to go into Cultural Re-
source Management upon
graduation.

Sdlisbury University, pursuing a Skylar Nell

B.A. in History and Secondary
Education, minor in Socid
Studies.

Interests/Goals: Jess plans on
being a History teacher after
graduating, and her long term

[

A few of the internsin the lab (I-r): Christie, Adam, Skylar, and Jess

UMBC, B.A. in Ancient Studies
Interests/Goals: This fall,
Skylar will pursue an M.A. in
Historica Archaeology at Tufts
University.

Ashley trowels a unit at London Town
as Lauren Franz supervises

Ashley Norman

AACC, plansto pursue aB.A. in
Anthropology, with a focus in
Culturd Anthropology.
InterestsdGoals. Ashley plansto
study abroad in Africa, and is
particularly interested in non-in-
dustrial societies.

Alexandra Overton
Washington College, pursuing a
B.A. in History
Interests/Goals: Alex is con-
ducting research for Lost Towns

Continued on page 7



TheRaven Site- Not quite Underwater Archaeology, but...

~ Lauren Schiszik

Recently, the Lost Towns gang was invited by
the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission
(WSSC) to do a surface collection of a historic
gtein the Tridephia Reservoir in Howard County.
The reservoir has been drained while the Brighton
Dam undergoes repair work, and this site - usu-
aly submerged - is currently exposed. Howard

lieves it was a Ranger Station for Anne Arunde
County. Archiva research has reveded that the
ste was owned by Thomas Hutcheraft, and was
known as Hutchcraft's Fortune. He owned the
land from 1732 - 1768, at which point he sold
the land. It does not appear that this Site was
occupied much beyond this time. Our artifact

County was a part
of Anne Arundel
County in the 18th
century.

The gdte is the
earliest known his-
toric site in
Howard County.
The dte was iden-
tified by State Ar-
chaeologist Wayne
Clark a few years
ago, and he be-

The staff and interns collecting artifacts at the Raven Site

collection efforts were
st back by the torren-

tid rans in late June -
which put the ste un-

derwater yet again -
but we're currently ex-

amining the artifacts,

and will soon have a
clearer indgght on this
homestead in what
was formerly the wil-

derness of Anne
Arundd County.

Continued from page 6

on West Minster near present day
St. Margaret’s.

Rodney Parker

Salisbury University, pursuing a
B.A. in History and a minor in
Business Administration
Interests/Goals. Rodney plans
to go into Culturd Resource Man-
agement after graduation.

Dan Reynolds
Arundel High School

Interests/Goals: Higoric Archi-
tecture and Preservation, with a
focus in 18"-century architecture

Christie Richardson
Dickinson College, pursuing a
B.A. in Archaeology and Classics

with a minor in Art Higory

Interests/Goals: Chridieisin-
terested in Greek Archaeology,
specificadly the Myceanean cul-
ture, and plans to attend gradu-
ate school for Greek Archae-

ology.

Priscilla Yoon

Welledey College, pursuing a
B.A. in Classical and Near
Eastern Archaeology as well as
Economics

Interests/Goals: Priscillais
interested in Near Eastern Ar-
chaeology, and this fdl she is
studying abroad in Egypt at the
American University of Cairo.

Continued from page 3

survey involving the excavation
of two prehistoric Stes. One of
these sites, located in Beverly-
Triton Park, yidded quartz flakes,
oyster shell, and Rappahannock
pottery dating from ca. 1,250 AD
to 1,650 AD. The other ste in-
vedtigated is further inland on the
Camp Letts peninsula. Along
with quartz flakes, oysters, and
the odd deer bone, both
Townsend pottery (ca. 1,250-
1,600 AD) and Potomac pottery
(ca. 1,000-1,600 AD) were re-
covered. Both Sites seem to be
seasona camps set up for oyster
harvesting; a common occurrence
in the County’s Late Woodland
period (ca. 800-1,600 AD).



How do | get involved?

Anne Arundel County’s Lost
Towns Projectisateam of professiona
archaeologists and historians assisted
by volunteers and interns.  Field, lab
and archival opportunities are always
available.

Field days vary depending on the
weather and particular projects. Call
Erinat (410) 222-7441 for information
and schedule.

The lab (located at 2666 Riva
Road, 2nd floor) is open Monday
through Friday from9am- 4 pm. Cdl
the lab phone, (410)222-7328 for more
information.

Tax-deductable donations can be
made to the Anne Arundel County
Trust for Preservation (ACT), P.O.
Box 1573, Annapolis, MD 21401.
Please note “ Lost Towns Project” in
any correspondence.

Losl Towns Project

of Anne Arundel Ceurry

Letters from Lost Towns is published
three times a year by Anne Arundel
County’s Lost Towns Project.
Contributors consist of Lost Towns staff
and volunteers. To be added or
deleted from the mailing list, please
contact Erin Cullen, Office of
Environmental and Cultural Resources,
2664 Riva Road, MS 6402, Annapolis,
MD 21401 or call (410)222-7441. Anne
Arundel County’s Lost Towns Projectis
supported by the Anne Arundel County
government, in cooperation with the
Anne Arundel County Trust for
Preservation, Inc. and the London
Town Foundation, Inc.

Newdetter edited by
Lauren Schiszik

Who makesup the Lost Towns
Project?

Al Luckenbach.....Director/County

Archaeologist
Jane Cox.....Assistant County
Archaeologist
JohnKille.....Assstant Director
CaraFama.....Lab Director

DonnaWare.....Architectural Historian
Carolyn GryczkowsKi.....Lab Specidist
Tony Lindauer.....Historian/Equipment

Manager

Jenna Solomon.....Architectural Historian
Erin Cullen.....Archaeol ogist/Education and

Volunteer Coordinator

Lauren Schiszik.....Archaeologist/Intern

Coordinator/Newd etter Editor
Shawn Sharpe.....Field Director/
Conservation Specidist

Office of Environmental and
Cultural Resources
2664 Riva Road, MS 6402
Annapolis, MD 21401
(410)222-7441
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