News & Future Events

Saturday Public Lab Days
January 24 & February 21,
2009,9am-2pm

It’s too cold to dig, so come join
us in the lab instead! We will
process artifacts, offer tours of
the lab, and the library will be
available for research. Space is
limited, so be sure to RSVP by
calling the lab at 410-222-1318.

Ceramics Workshop

April 4,2009,9am -3 pm
Learn how to identify historic
ceramicsin thisintensive, hands-
on workshop led by Jessie Grow.
Call the lab at 410-222-1318 to
reserve a spot at this event.

Mark your calendars for the
2009 Public Dig Days:

May 16, July 11, &
September 12, 2009!

9am -2 pm, London Town
Lost Towns archaeologists invite
the public to help screen soil and
find artifacts, take tours, and at-
tend workshops. Call London
Townat410-222-1919toreserve
your spot.

|_etters from Lost T owns

Winter 2009

M orediscoveriesat the Chew mansion
~ Al Luckenbach

Aswewrapped up another
excavation season at the
Samue Chew mansion site,
the discoveries were coming
fast and quick. Thelast three
test units dug in November
were all in search of the
structure’s chimney bases,
and proved to be particularly
enlightening. Each weredeep
and proceeded very slowly
down to the cellar floor.

While the unit placed nearest to the front door failed to find the chim-
ney, it did produce ample evidence that the main entrance of the Chew
mansion led to a room paved with 12" square dabs of black and white
marble. Since the two colors occur in equa numbers, we assume that this
isthe samekind of checkerboard stone floor seen at the Governor’ s Palace
in Williamsburg and a Rosewell near Gloucester, Virginia. We are ill
researching the two materiasinvolved, but they may be what the colonists
caled “Portland Marble” and “Belgian Marble” Both are actudly lime-
stones capable of taking a high polish.

The find two test units led to the discovery of the long-sought chimney
base. The cdlar hearth was paved with bricks, and showed extensive

Continued on page 2

A 12" sguare slab of marble from the site.
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evidence of high heat. Ash and charcoal
fromthelast domestic fireweretill in place.

An unusua feature was discovered on
the center of the hearth floor. Anironring
had obvioudy been used to support some
kind of kettle, which had beeninplacesince
the structure was first built. The bricksin-
side this ring were not darkened by hest.
Given its static nature, we assume that this
pot or kettle was being used as part of the
cdlar laundry.

It also should be noted that a number of
Chew descendantsvisited the sitethisyear.
Many thanks to those of the family who
meade contributions to support our ongoing
research and excavation at the site.

Assoon astemperatures permit, we plan
to return to this amazing site. Most of the
crew arepraying for globa warming...

Member ship Update

~ John Kille

At the start of 2008, the Anne Arundel County Trust for
Preservation (ACT) launched a new annual membership pro-
gram to sustain the Project’ s worthwhile programsin the face of
reduced funding. | am very pleased to report that thiseffort has
been aresounding success, asyou can plainly seefromthelarge
and growing list of supporters above.

I hope you will consider renewing your sustaining member-
ship for 2009, which will help us plan for the coming year. Just
return the attached form with your contribution, which will be
dedicated to continuing the operations of theLost Towns Proj ect
team, including our excavations a sites around the county and
our exciting and popular programs and hands-on activities that
benefit our local community in many ways.

As a reminder, your support is tax deductible, as ACT is
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Again, thanks very much for
your continued friendship and support, and we hope to see you
soon, whether it be in the field or 1ab!



“Written in Bone: Forensic Filesof the
17th-Century Chesapeake’
openson February 7, 2009 at the Smithsonian

~ Jane Cox

The Leavy Neck excavations at
Providence in 2003 uncovered a
shocking find: A body - inthe base-
ment. Who was this person - and
what stories might he tell us?

The tale of this 17th-century
burid comesto life when “Written
in Bone: Forensic Filesof the 17th-
Century Chesapeake” opens on
February 7, 2009 at the
Smithsonian’ sNatura History Mu-
seum in Washington, D.C. Theex-
hibit will highlight the burid found
right herein Anne Arundel County
and will run for two years. More
information on the exhibit can be
found a www.anthropology.s.edu/
writteninbone.

The indentured servant uncer-
emonioudy buried inthecirca1660s
trash cdllar tdlls asignificant story -
one of a nameless young man who
came to the New World but soon
perished in the harsh environment.
His bones are al that survive to tell
his story, as no written documenta-
tion about hislife hasbeen preserved.
This forensic perspective on the
County’s early history emphasizes
how important the archaeological

The full body reconstruction of the boy
from Leavy Neck.

record is in gaining a better under-
standing of our past.
Asthisdiscovery isakey element
of the exhibit, the Smithsonian and
their partners have given the boy
from Leavy Neck the royal treat-
ment. Included intheexhibit arefull
facial and body reconstructions
which will anchor the Leavy Neck
gallery. Thereisan associated web

comic “The Secret in the Celar”
which sharesthe discovery and in-
vestigation process, which also
serves as an educational web-based
tool. View the webcomic at
www.anthropology.si.edu/
writteninbone/comic/. See if you
can figure out which character is
based on Al!

But wait, there’ smore! Theex-
hibit will be covered in other media
aswadll - including an exhibit com-
panion book, asecond book geared
towards children and young adults
titled“WritteninBone: Buried Lives
of Jamestown and Colonial Mary-
land,” by Saly Walker, aswell asa
show on the History Channel.
Later in 2009 the Smithsonian will
host a scholarly conference.

Theré sevenaY ouTubeclip that in-
troducesthe exhibit!
wWww.youtube.com/
watchv=S06L 3s1tc2E

Make time in the coming months
to take a day trip into D.C. so you
cansee Anne Arundel County’ sco-
lonid history highlighted in one of
the Nation’ s premier museums!

TheWondersof Java Continue

~ Jessie Grow

Our third field season at Java came to a very pro-
ductive end thisfal. This season, we focused our at-
tention on the circa 1671 post-in-ground structure that
we can attribute to the Thomas Sparrow family. The
land that we now call “Java’ was then known as
“Sparrow’ sRest”.

At present, we have uncovered at |east one room
of the post-in-ground structure, with the hearth situ-
ated at the end of the building. The room measures 16
ft wide by about 20 ft long and is marked by an interior

post - one of six large structura posts that we have
identified thusfar. Thisseason, we also excavated four
features both in and outside of the footprint of the house.
We are still processing the artifacts and haven't fina-
ized our conclusions, but it seems that one of the two
features located outside of the house was a trash pit
relaing to cooking, asit wasfilled with faunal materia,
and the other pit may have been used for drainage or a
fenceline. Inside the footprint of the house, we exca

Continued on page 4



Continued from page 3

vated two features. Onefeature may represent asub-
floor storage pit, and the other, located in front of the
hearth, represents a cellar consisting of two subfloor
pits, separated by anarrow strip of subsoil wall. Based
on the presence of intact wood in small postholes
aigned with this subsoil gtrip, it is likely that the strip
corresponds with the location of a floor joist. Just
about al of the artifactsfound in these features date to
the 17th and early 18th centuries, which correlate with
the early occupation of the Sparrows.

In the course of our excavations, we have found
an amazing amount of iron dag, aby-product of smelt-
ing iron. What is most interesting about the dag is
that it is concentrated in the plowzone layers, and does
not appear in the features. It seems that a

blacksmithing operation was going on sometime after
Thomas Sparrow’ stenure on the land. Stephanie has
suggested that the blacksmithing operation may have
been gtarted to supply the nailsand other metal needed
to build the 1747 mansion.
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The p|ts in front- 6f the hearth separated by a strip of
subsoil that likely underlaid a floor joist.

“PaddleThrough History”
Kayak Tours
winsHeritage Product Award!

~Jessie Grow

In July and August of 2008, Jane Cox and | had
the great opportunity to share storiesof Anne Arundel
County history from the perspective of our local wa
terways. With the generous help of a grant from the
Four Rivers Heritage Area, we offered four guided
tours of Back Creek and Spa Creek, and the Rhode
River. The tourswere booked, with awaiting list!

The biggest surprise, however, was that one of the
participants in the kayak tours (and one of our dedi-
cated volunteers), Rick Morin, nominated us for an
award given by the Four RiversHeritage Areal Jane
and | were presented with an Heritage Product Award
for our “role in development and implementation of
theinnovative and collaborative‘ Paddle Through His-
tory’ Kayak toursof Back Creek, Spa Creek, and the
Rhode River.” Many thanksfor the support from the
Four Rivers Heritage Area, the Annapolis Maritime
Museum, Sarles Boatyard and Marina, the
Smithsonian Environmenta Research Center (SERC),
the participants of thetours, and of course Rick! This
award is as much theirs as it is ours!

For those of you who were unable to take the
guided tour, there are packets available for salf-guided
tours. The Annapolis Maritime Museum and Sarles
Boatyard and Marinahave guide packetsfor the Back
Creek and Spa Creek tour, and SERC has packets
for the Rhode River tour. Please contact them re-
garding their hours and any applicable fees. Thanks
again to everyone who helped make these tours a
success!

Mystery Artifact

~ Shawn Sharpe

A tiny star-shaped object recovered from an early 18th-century pit at
Sparrow’ s Rest (aka Java) isthe subject of thisissue' sMystery Artifact.
The artifact weighs less than a hundredth of an ounce and consists of a
half inch long flat piece of iron with six apparently asymmetrical teeth. It
is possible that up to two further teeth have broken off the object. It
resemblestherowd of arider’ sspur but isfar smaller than any examples
with which | am familiar, and it lacks a central hole for attaching to the
spur. A small gear ispossible, but the teeth seem far too irregular for that.
Perhapsit’sathrowing star discarded by an itinerant band of leprechaun — -
ninjas...we realy don’'t know. If you have any ideas, don’t heistate to contact the lab at (410) 222-1318




Ongoing Resear ch about theMiddle Woodland

One of our most recent projects
is a multi-year study of the Middle
Woodland time period of prehistory,
sponsored by agenerous grant from
the Maryland Historical Trust. The
Middle Woodland period, which
spanned from ca. 400 B.C.to A.D.
900 in the Mid-Atlantic region, rep-
resentsavery interesting timein the
prehistoric past of Anne Arundel
County. During this time, the Na
tiveAmericansinthisarea
were gradually settling
down from the moretran-
sient lifestyle that they
had led for thousands of
years. The population
was growing, and they
were spending increasing
amounts of the year in
base camps located
mainly along the Patuxent
River. Although people
gtill roamed acrossthere-
gionhunting and foraging,
some archaeologists
speculate that at this point
intime, early horticulture
was beginning to supplement their
diets. Theartifactsrecovered from
later Middle Woodland Sites in the
area show that sweeping regiona
changes were occurring during this
time. Inthe Early Woodland period,
people tended to useloca lithic ma
terids, like quartz and quartzite, and
asoused avariety of tempersinther
pottery. Artifacts from the Middle
Woodland period show adigtinct shift
in materia culture. Therewas sud-
denly astrong preference among the
population for rhyalite and other lithic
materialsthat were not availablelo-
cdly. Also, Native peoples ranging
from modern-day New York to
southern Virginia appear to have
made only a shell-tempered pottery,
caled Mockley. These changesin

~ Sephanie T. Sperling

the material culturedemondtratethat
local people were traveling far dis-
tances to interact with others, and
traded both goods and idesas.

The first step in the Middle
Woodland project wasto review the
availableliteraturerelating to the pe-
riod in order to understand what ar-

chaeologists and researchers have
learned inthe past. Some of the ear-
liest books and articleswere written

Jane examines a shell midden in an eroding shoreline.

over 100 years ago, but most of the
scholarly documents comefrom the
past 40 years. Last summer, | be-
gan assembling a list of over 130
sourcesand then annotated, or sum-
marized, 45 of the most pertinent
documents. | aso wrote an exten-
sive summary of the current state of
knowledge of the Middle Woodland.
All of these materias are available
onlinea thenew Lost TownsProject
website - which is under construc-
tion - at www.losttownsproject.org.
This summary document aso con-
tainsanumber of research questions
that will guide us aswe continuethe
multi-year project. We hopethat re-
searchersacrosstheregion will find
this a useful “one-stop shop” of in-
formation about the Middle Wood-

land that can assist their own
projects.

Since completing the literature
review in late November, we have
been busy with the next step of the
process, whichistovigt every single
one of the 170 previoudy recorded
Middle Woodland sites in Anne
Arundd County. Their locationsand
listsof recovered artifacts have been
filed with the State, but many of
them have never been vis-
ited by a professona ar-
chaeologist - or at least, not
anytimerecently. Wewant
to see how many of these
sites are still intact, and
how many have eroded
away or havefdlenvictim
to the rapid pace of devel-
opment. Marc Browne, a
recent graduate from the
Anthropology program at
the University of Mary-
land, College Park, has
volunteered many hoursto
gather information vital to
our Stevidts. Every week,
we tour the County, photograph the
current conditions of the sites and
dig a few smal shovel test pits to
see what is left below the ground
surface. Eventuadly, we d liketo ex-
cavate one or two Middle Woodland
dtes in order to gain more under-
standing abouit this interesting time
period that occurred between 1,000
and 2,000 years ago.

Aswe conduct these sites visits,
weareinforming loca residents about
theproject. Everyonethat we speak
with seems very excited to learn
about the rich prehistory of Anne
Arundel County. And don't be sur-
prised if aLost Towns archaeol ogist
comes knocking on your door this
soring to tell you about the Middle
Woodland site on your property!
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TheVernacular “1-House”: A Vanishing Resour ce

~ Darian Schwab

The “I-house’is perhaps the most common type of architectura style seen throughout Anne
Arundd County. It isaso one of the most threatened, and is quickly disappearing from the land-
scape. Many readers have likely passed by a number of these houses, and have not been aware of
their significance. While some are still structurally sound and hold a sufficient level of historic
integrity, many arein various states of disrepair and are under threat of demolition.

The defining characterigtic of an “I-house”’ is its structural form. Typicaly, the form is two
goriestall and oneroom deep (called “single-pile” in architectural terms). These houses often have
awing (ell) built perpendicular to the main block of the house, giving it an overdl shapeof anL or T.
While someearlier Colonial exampleswere built of stoneor brick, most are of wood frame construc-
tion and sheathed in westherboard. Variations
canbeseenintheir roofling somehaveasmple
side-gableroof, and others have a cross-gable
roof, which iscommonly seenin Anne Arundel
County. For themost part, these houseswould
be consdered“plain” in style, lacking the deco-
rative embellishmentsthat onewould seeon a
Georgian-style house, for example.

There has been speculation over the origin
of theterm“1-house’. Somearchitectural his-
torians suggest that the term refers to the
structure's tall and thin profile, while others
believe that it refers to the states where this
style grew rapidly: Indiana, Illinois, and lowa.
An“I-house’ can date anywherefrom the 18th
to the early 20th century, athough the major-
ity of the“1-houses’ that remain today in Anne
Arunde County were built ca. 1860-1900.

This type of house was the most popular
vernacular style house and standard dwelling
for farmers until the early years of the 20th
century. The popularity of “I-houses’ among
the farming community explainswhy so many
of them canbefoundinsouthern AnneArundel & oy e
County today. Although development pres-  Note the architectural similarities and differences
sures have led to demolition of many of these  petween these two “ I-houses’ above.
housesin the northern part of the County, the
number one cause for their shrinking numbers in the County is “demoalition by neglect”. Thisisa
common term used in the historic preservation field and is defined as the process of alowing a
building to deteriorate to the point where demolition is necessary to protect public health and safety.

Many people outside of the historic preservation field do not see these relatively small farm
houses as being architecturaly significant, particularly when compared to high-stylemansions. Thus,
these“1-houses’ can be overlooked as abuilding type worthy of preservation. However, the historic
preservation movement embraces vernacular architecture. These were the homes of the common
people, of the working class who were the mgjority in this County during the popularity of the “I-
house’. These buildings reflect the time in which they were built, the cultural landscape of post-
bellum agricultural communities, and “ speak” to the lives of the men and women who built and lived
inthese structures.




In Memoriam

Harold West - better known as
“Westy”- recently departed this
lifeat age89. Westy wasalong-
time volunteer and supporter of
the Lost TownsProject. Hewas
the origina discoverer of the
Providence Siteof “Burle sTown
Land,” the home of Robert Burle.
Hisfriendship and enthusiasm will
be deeply missed.

ACT HostsAnother Successful

Awar dsCeremony
~ John Kille

The 2008 ACT Awards ceremony held at the Wiley H. Bates
Heritage Park in Annapolison October 15 proved to beatruly memo-
rable gathering. Thosewho attended this premiere event weretreated
to atour of thefacility following the awards ceremony. ACT Chair-
man Will Mumford presented the following awards:

TheVolunteer Award to Ward Brockett for his extraordinary
service to Higtoric London Town and Gardens, exemplified by his
outstanding leadership in the reconstruction of historic buildings, his
dedication to the Education and Horticultural Programs, and hisun-
wavering support of the London Town Foundation.

The28th MarjorieMurray Bridgman Award to Emily Peake
for her incredible contributions and willingness to share her exten-
siveknowledge of thehistory of Annapolisand Anne Arundd County,
including her important research and documentation on the historic
St Anne scemetery.

The Special Achievement Award to TinaSimmonsfor her Sg-
nificant contributions pertaining to the hundreds of cemeteries lo-
cated in Anne Arundel County. She was honored for her ongoing
research, recordation, and education involving these important cul-
tura resources and her books published by the Anne Arundel Ge-
nealogica Society, of which sheisalong-time member.

The33rd Orlando Ridout Prize to the Wiley H. Bates Heritage
Park, an adaptive reuse project, which converted the only high school
for African Americansin Anne Arundel County operating beforein-
tegration (1932-1966) into a multi-use complex. The school now
serves as an independent living facility for low-income seniors, a
senior center, and aBoys and Girls Club.

Congratulations to the awardees, and many thanks to those of
you who attended this important event recognizing these achieve-
mentsin historic preservation!

Many Thankstothe
Friendsand Relatives
of Eugene WugofsKi
and Harold West

~ John Kille

We at the Lost Towns Project are
extremdy grateful for the memoria con-
tributions made on behalf of two spe-
cia people associated with theProj ect.
Many generous gifts have been made
in memory of Eugene Wugofski, late
hushand of dedicated volunteer Caroline
Wugofski; and aso in memory of long-
time volunteer and supporter Harold
West. Thesedonationswill help uscon-
tinue our vita programs, and we are
pleased that in doing so, we honor both

Geneand Westy.
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M ember Benefits:
- 3 newsdletters per
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- 20% off Lost

Become a Sustaining Member of the

Lost TownsProject!

If you are not yet a sustaining member of the Lost Towns Project, please consider
becoming one, or give the gift of membership to a friend or loved one. Your tax-
deductible contribution supports our public outreach and education programs, such as
our “Public Dig Days’, our high-qudity newdetter publication, and helps us fulfill our
mission to discover, interpret, and educate citizens and students about the history of
AnneArundel County. We grestly appreciate your support!

L evelsof Member ship:
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publications O $20 Individual O Giveasagift!
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trips Daytime Phone:
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Email Address;

Anne Arundel County Trust for Preservation
(ACT) isa501(c)(3) non-profit organization
and contributions are tax-deductible.

Send thisform and checkspayableto“ACT/
L ost TownsMembership” to:
AnneArunde County Trust for Preservation
(ACT)/P.O.Box 1573/ Annapolis, MD 21404

of Anne arundel Ceurry
Office of Planning and Zoning
2664 RivaRoad, MS 6402
Annapolis, MD 21401
(410)222-7440
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