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“History is an account of things said
and done in the past. In this sense, each
of us seeks to fashion and is part of a
history — an account of where we
come from, who we are, and how we
got to be that way. Communities,
likewise, have a history. So, too, do
nations, families, and human groups of
every sort. In this sense, there is not one
history, but many.

Dennis A. O’Toole
History News, Autumn 2010

MARK N. SCHATZ, Editor
FRED M. FETROW,  Associate Editor
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Historic London Town, Maryland, painted by Lee Boynton, 2006.

A Journey Back in Time…
Discover London Town!
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A Lady Drinking and a Gentleman by Jan Vermeer Van Delft, 1658.
(Courtesy, Bildarchiv PreuBischer Kulturbesitz and Art Resource.)
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Computer reconstruction of the Rumney and Long (circa 1747) built at the
William Roberts Shipyard in Annapolis. 
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A JOURNEY BACK IN TIME (CONT. FROM PAGE 2)

Excerpt from the will of prominent London Town resident David
Mackelfish, 1711.  (Courtesy, Maryland State Archives.)
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A JOURNEY BACK IN TIME (CONT. FROM PAGE 3) 
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Circa 1840 painting of Ferry Point, showing London Town across
the South River. (Courtesy, Elizabeth and Peter Edmondo.)

Computer reconstruction of an elegant table setting at
London Town’s upscale Rumney/West Ordinary (circa 1725).  

           
           

  (Courtesy, Peregrine Sabin.)
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A JOURNEY BACK IN TIME (CONT. FROM PAGE 4)
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The Carpenter’s Yard by Jack Laguerre, circa 1725, depicts the type of
carpentry that would have taken place at William Brown’s shop in London
Town.  (Courtesy, Peregrine Sabin.)

Re-enactors return the sacred remains of an African American slave child
to the exact spot where a mother originally placed them three centuries
ago.  (Photo courtesy of J. Henson with the Capital.)

Engraving of Tall Goldenrod
(Virga aurea altissima) in
Historia Plantarium Rariorum by
John Martyn, 1728.  (Courtesy,
Library of Congress.)
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Inhabitants of London Town’s African American dormitory, circa 1909.
(Courtesy, Maryland State Archives.)

Living history re-enactors at Historic London Town and Gardens help to
recreate and interpret life and events in colonial times. 

View of William Brown House looking upward from historic Scott Street.
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Russell Steele and volunteers with the Annapolis Woodworkers Guild pose
atop the Carpenter Shop during its reconstruction.
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A Summer Preview

Two scenes decades ago on the John Smith farm in Severn. Long Johns
seem to be a long time ago. Photos courtesy of Sara Anne Stinchcomb
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